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out of control is destructive, 
verying in geometric retics 
with amounts ¢@ run-eff and 
gradients of slopes 
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con. sufticient weter may 
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rains to cut rile apd gullies 
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The army permitted the 
convicse families ‘te visit 
‘them twice «4 month Now 
ithey may come three times, 
lend the thick wire screen 
thet opce seperated prisoner 
from relatives hes been cut 
down 
| The Tekye “Shimbun.” in « 
long artide on Sugame under 
the oceupetion, paints « pir- 
iture of misery This Vice 
Chief Suruki deales, but be 
icles thet bereuse Wf lap- 
guage <differenees American 
soldiers sorvetimes mistreated 
the prisoners 

When the trials were im 
process, most Japanese refus- 
ed to believe that Nippons 
soldiers would commit such 
cruetiies end strocities sna 
refused to discuss the subject 
wrh foreng>ers. 

Today petitioners for de- 
mency can berely menage wo 
get «a few hundred signatures 
om their lists. The bewspepers 
haven't made the war crimi- 
nals @ major imeue and the 
average Japenese therefore 
hes little interest in them. 

Signs in the prison yard 
are stil] in English end the 
amy hesnt hed ttm te 
remove all Me property, but 
anove the administra.ion 
building the rising sun fag 
ef Japan wow weves insteed 
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and weter beyond « field 
Many instances of this sort 
of erosion ocewrred im isreei 
Guring the Storms of iast 
winter 

Accordingly, the ley-out of 
ploughing om the contour end 
Supporting ®eesures Ww GF- 
agned te tring seach Storm 
welters uoéer contra, Ww re- 
tera thelr rete apa emownr 
of run-elf end et the same 
time, and to keep the soil 
and the fertility & contains 
on the feid When scoom- 
plished. this siso bulide up 
productivity ef the land. Geod 
examples of the successiul 
acflevement of this objective 
as Gesigned end carriea out 
by the Soil Conservation Ser- 
vice of the Minswstry of Aagri- 
culture of isreei may be seen 
om lands of the Kibbutz af 
Shuvel end on lands between 
Ein Hared and Moledet 

The contour 
required im successful irriga- 
tien practicn as will be €x- 
plained at @ inter UUme. 

Objections to contour ilar 
outs for cultivated land may 
be reieed by the inex perienec- 
ed im conservation farming 
Por this is something diffe- 
rent from common prectic 
But interestingly enough, 
is 6@ restoretion of the prin- 
ciples carried out in terracing 
of hile op ‘the cormour «as 
worked out by Phoenicians 
and lereclites mm ancient 
umes Evidences of this 
methed are still to be found 
on hills of israel. Reference 
ancient 
meheod of sell conservation 
im Article Tl of this series 
in The Jerusaiom Post. 


Beundary Problems 

Moreover there & «@ pride 
im streight furrows and in 
sreigmt lines of vineyards 
and rows of trees in. orchards 
For the expertnpess of « 
farmer is often erroneously 
judged by the straightness of 
his rows In the hortrontal 
plane. The same pride, how- 
ever, may be sustained by 
the streightness of his fur- 
rows end rows im the vertical 
plane instead 
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all operations are carried out 
on the contour — that Mm of 
the lewel. Dref enimaels sie 
plough more lend in e day os 
the contour than up and dows 


line farming. Such compert- 
scm have been studied 
throughout the United States 
where contour farming has 
been growing steadily for the 
pest 20 years. Such studies 
are called for im israel. oo 
more and more of the lands 
of the country are brought 
under contour farming. Dets 
ollected from records of 1798 
forme: im the Central States 
over @ perted of four yeara, 
for example. show Wal cote 
tour farming elone netted 
increases in yicids over 
creight line farming os fel- 
lows: 12 per cent for cor, 
iS per cent for soybeans, 19 
per cent for oats and 18 per 
comt for wheat. Recent em 
periments often show an 
crésse of ome third. These 
resulie heve meaning cent 
eally for the rolling lends 
of lereei qulliveted te winter? 
crops 

These benefits are curnula- 
tive in bullding up ant sum 
taining the generel produce 
tivity of es country This & 
why the soil conservationist 
insists om comtour farming. 

Cortour ferming, howeve?, 
calle for expertness end sae 
curecy m lay-out end © 
adequate suppofling measures 
for the control end conser 
vation of storm weters as © 
pert of the comeervetion pre- 
gramme. One of the principal 
supporting measures is broed- 
bese terreces, which we heve 
designated as the third line of 
defence. This measure wil) te 
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he nerteeery pre- 
included the 
struction of two collapsible 
metal boats espectally design- 
ed for navigation on the Dead 
Sea. the perty eet sall on the 
Noverm ber 


vie Gibralter. the Baleares. 
Matte. and Smyrna te Cons 
tantinople, Beirut and finally 
= Jean dAcre. the sectual 
point of departure | 
In Tiberias the Americans 
embarked on their meta! boats 
sreight for the 
the Jordan. while 
some 30 Arab horsemen led 
by Lynchs second-in-com- 
mend eccampenied the ex- 
peciition slong the shore For 
atourt eight thew follow- 
ec “he temiwews course of the 
river passing through z7 
remcs,. making eccerete note 
of each . the river and 
the topedrephicel formetion 
of Ms benks. Erecting « per- 
menent camp sneer Fin FI 
Pekheha on the Dead Sea the 
perty steerec first siong the 
wes'ern shore. teking in their 
strice all points of historical 
interest and Biblical associa- 
Hen, and returned along the 
cavern shore following the 
uree of their unlucky pre- 
cursors Molvneds and Costi-_! 
gman who hed failed « few | 
years before 
Scope of Resea 
Altogether Caeut 
ae 
on ‘the Deed Ses 
whkh time they suffered 
from iack of supplies, thirst 
the vicissitudes of the climate 
and the threat of 
Re -atr Fach member 
of “he crew wee assigned t 
S special tee taking exact 
soundings of the depth, deter 
mining geographical positions 
mMming phenomena con- 
nected with the weather ent 
lymate, taking geological 
and collecting bota 
omen wih 8 view 
' identifying the plants 
mentioned in the Bible Che- 
mestry wee still in its infancy 
a semple of Deed Ses weiter 
taken aiong the States 
merely underwent a becterto- 
logical test. Capt. Lench head 
mo idea of the riches immersed 
in the briny Ould nor hed 
he an tnkiine of Ee healing 
properties, In this connection 
he quotes Pliny who tells us 
that sorne foolish rich Romans 
hed wetter from his ss 
comveved to them Ww bdeche 
in under the wapression thet 
ht possessed medscinal quali- 
Les 
After completing their task 
the party went up first te 
Mar Saebe and from there io 
Jerusalem, where they were 
taken care of by the British 
Consul, Mr. Finn, having neo) 
diplomatic representative of | 
their own. They made an ex-/| 
tensive study of the Holy 
Places, then toured the coun- 
try. wisiting Jaffa. Nazareth. 
the Upper Galilee and, of 
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that he comments om the lack 
of recial consciousness among 
the Turks. even among their 
ruling class 
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protest against shallow deduc - 
tom of would be wunbe- 
levers...” 


A Generation on Trial 


WTT™wP Ss Se Witeeker Civeeiers 


Peedee Meee, New Yauk. 
$* 


This is probably the sutabdic- 
graphy of our time Tt ie Ge on- 
barating as Btaevroegin ss con- 
feemson and about as optimistic 
= Louis Ferdinand Céline af 
nis worst ht & an agonizingly 
honest bewwdk 

The story ic well known by 
now end nerd not be repeated 
here. The Mise baembers Gucci 
hee been the trial @& «4 whote 
generation of Amerikan intel- 
wetealen. The ope Wee @ like 
a>hie, gofited end photegenk 
young diplomat. immaculate. a 
progressive chevelicr’ sans peur 
et sans reprocke if there ever 
wae one 
and wsly man with bed teeth 
and a2 worse past. « traiter te 


his country and party. « self-| 


confessea perjuror, mentally 
unbalanced end generally un 
sym pat hetic The odds were 
extremety heavy against Cham. 
cers, bot Mies i now serving 


& prisoe sentence for perjury. 


A Matter of Principle 

The real importance of the 
trial was considerably gmaiier 
than generally assumed Amert- 
wan bistory would hardly have 
taken o@&« G@iferent course ‘if 
Aiger Tiles were ott a ree 
pected executive of the Car- 
negie endowment. Bet Hh wae 
s matter of principle end 
Chameers beok too & ©on- 
cornea rather wih principe 
ihean WER ene aepect oF «an- 
other of the case. He sheds 
no new light on the trial end 
even mos facts about his ecarty 
beography which fill the first 
part of the Seok have been 
known previously. Wheat wae 
wee RRewR wes Chambers 
«redo, the reasons which made 
him act as he did. The fellou 
travellers argued. a6 they Ue- 
ually @o. that Chambers 
an opportunist. a renegade at- 
tracted by money. social status 
or political power, which is of 
course humbug because what- 
ever the respective merits of 
Communiem and Capitaliom, 
conformist writers wader Sia- 
iniem are mech better paid 
and enjoy «a higher social pres- 
tige than conformists and non- 
conformistse aiike wheer capi- 
tallem and these whe have 
nothing else to say. can now- 
efave make «& Mving from neu- 
tra!liom . 


Mr Chambers Ww and wae 6 
true beliewer; he joined the 
Communists because he thought 
like so many other intellectuals 
that there wae a choice “be 
tweee « world that is Gying 
and a worked thet & coming 
t birth” He says i retro- 
spect thet “Communism 
never stronger than the failure 
of other betiefa.” He belongs 


The other wee a fat | 


'new and wv 
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te the category of people who 
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mrongiy need «4 personal god. 
ana «a no lees personal Locifer 
Communism which once was his 
god. has now become the incar- 
nation of the devil, the absolute 
evi. Commpuniom freedom and 
everything else are therefore 
something static for Mr Cham- 
bers, Who tends to forget that 
even Lecifer wes ence «en 
angel. Yet be oti) shares with 
Communists « sumber of im- 
portant articles of falth: A 
mystic determiniem the belief 
im the Ipevitebiiitty of certain 
histerte preocegess and the 
unique position of Communism 
— «& fath which gives men «& 
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The death that brought to 
its close Professor Cassuto’s 
full and creative life has also 
caused his great commentary 
on the Toreh to remain & 
teresa. Two volumes, dealing 
with the periods from Adam 
to Noeh end frem Noah to 
Abraham had already appeer. 
ed. and the volume under 
review contains the whale of 
Exodus. It is te be hoped thet 
the lester part of Genesis can 
b published posthumously 

The general introduction 
which Cassute proposed Ww 
write on completion of his 
commentary will be greatiy 
missed. if only because both 
in pien end execution Car 
sule's work represents a com 


“Teaseon @ live and @& reason 
to di” ao wil te survive te 
the crisis of & crumbling olv- 
uzation. 
Painful Process 

This of course is nothing | 
= perhape one of 
ihe meet dangerous fallacics 
of our time There have been 
fanatical believers f°: geveral 
thousand pears, and the fact 
et & mythos « religion. of 


|@& political programme bad « 


srong power of sattraction 
o4 of seutomerticaiy make 
the case & good one Many 
ihoussnds of young Germans 
im recent times sacrificed their 
wes for Hitler and his ideua, 
bet Nesiem did mot for that 
owe &« eet cauee 

Whittaker Chambers went 
threugh Bis purgeteory not on 
ihe couch of the analyst. sor 
im the confessional of the 
church It wae rather «4 kind 
of group enaiyels ‘the group 
comprising several millions of 
peopee). the process was paln- 
fel and the result lease than 
satisfactory in the way of po- 
siive belief 

“Have faith” ie Chambers 
only sevice ~— kK seme 
doubtful whether he Simecif 


already bas i. w one thing 
to realize the Seed for roots, 
encther to find them and the | 
mote sapectacular conversions 
are frequently aise the More 
shuliow ones. There t¢ oot 
much hope left for mankind 
at the present stage of Mr 
Chambers’ quest for his god, 


but there might be at later 
date He & of he kT as 


Deostoyeveki and. as Mttle heip- 
ful for his contemporaries. 

Now wm his negative phase, 
Chambers le not the ideal wit-| 
nees to decide whether the 
wortd is really a valley of woe. | 
He w «a disillusioned man. but) 
then most peope never had) 
os many and as strong Mu- 
sons Mephisto still 
big seducer, but the modern 
Mephisto looks remarkably like. 
Wagner, the famulus, with 
primitive and naive 


is the! 


pletely new <«epproech end 
provokes many questions of 
principle to which we shell 
now mever heave his answer. 


The lack of unity in the 


literary compecsition of the 
Tarah has influenced research 


Whatever one may 

the problem of “sources” 

i certain thet it cam oo lon 
ger be eliminated from mo 
Germ thought. ser can it 
ignored thet the theory d 
study of “sources” has result- 
ed im @ fuller underteending 
of the text as «@ whole and « 
more satisfactory interorete 
tion of innurnerable pessages. 
These results remain even if 
the findings of Wellheusen 
and his school on the attiribu- 
ten of “sources” are no jon- 
ger tenabie 


In his OW commentary 
Cassute does not deal with 
the auestion of literary sour- 
cose—this was to be’ one of 
the subjects of the introduc- 
tion: be treats the text on the 
assurmption that wes com 
ceived, from the outeetly im its 
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FEF 


thet pre-critical neiveté with 
which we, as children, used 
te reed our Bible. 

The commentary is written 
in the form of « current pere. 
phrase of the text, the biblical 
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results of Old Testament re- 
search. Even where the author 
stiempt te support tredi- 
Venal iterpretation by scien- 
tifle methods. & is always 
done in « way which will pro- 
voke the reader's active in- 
terest. All aspects of research 
are considered, text criticism 
end literary form eas well as 
history, archaeology and re- 
ligion. More difficult subjects 
are Gealt with «st greeter 
length, os fer instance the 
brilliant description of a«n- 
cient oriental law ‘(preceding 
Ex. 21), 

It is deeply to be regretted 
thet this masterly work will 
now never be ceompicted. 

M. PLESSNER 


ZWEIG’S BALZAC IN HEBRE 


BALZAC. Ge GSeelee Zoecte Treeet. of 
Ureet Gheefeckh Keres. jeresctee 4% gp. 
Stefan Zweig laboured assi- 

Guously for tem years of this, 

the last of his splendid bic- 

graphies, and \eft for posterity 
whet is undoubtedly « bril- 
leant and memorable work. 

His writing sparkies, and truly 

representative of the Viennese 

novelists, the peychologicai 
meightis end sccents are uh- 
surpassed. Yet one fears ai) 
one strives to cast off the spell | 
of all this fascination that the | 
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wee « child of « half-century 
which opened with the Napo- 
leonic wars end closed with 
the second great triumph of 
the French bourgeoisie 

for all his clear-heeded ge- 
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